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Boston University, Ph.D. in Geography
University of Connecticut, M.S. in Physics
Fachhochschule Weingarten, B.S. in Physics-Engineering

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Institute of the Environment and Dept.
of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, UCLA

Postdoc, Center for Tropical Research, Institute of the
Environment, UCLA

Postdoc, Climate-Carbon Interactions Group, Earth and Planetary
Sciences, UC Berkeley

Current and Past Research Topics

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES LOS ANGELES, CA
Center for Tropical Research (2005-present)

Research in improving the understanding of how current pattern of biodiversity
are linked to contemporary environmental gradients and historical processes;
assessing of how these current pattern of biodiversity may change in a changing
environment

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY BERKELEY, CA
Carbon-Climate Interaction Group (2002-2005)

Postdoctoral research to characterize the terrestrial sinks and sources for
atmospheric CO, through integrating remotely-sensed and surface-based
observations with terrestrial ecosystem and atmospheric transport models

BOSTON UNIVERSITY BOSTON, MA
Climate and Vegetation Group (1998-2002)

Ph.D. thesis in improving the understanding of the interaction between climate
and vegetation using observational data and general circulation model
simulations; research involved validation of remotely-sensed global vegetation
data sets and exploration of their utility for climate simulations, assessment of
the strength of a vegetation feedback on near-surface climate, isolation of
coupled spatio-temporal modes in global temperature and vegetation data sets
and assessment of their relationship to large-scale atmospheric circulation
anomalies (El Nifio)
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UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT STORRS, CT
Physics Department (1995-1997)

M.S. research in the area of speciation of contaminants in soils; determined the
first nearest atomic neighbors of heavy metals in soils that gave insight into the
strength of their fixation; evaluated the utility of novel x-ray detectors for
synchrotron applications; projects funded by the Department of Energy

INSTITUTE OF APPLIED RESEARCH WEINGARTEN, GERMANY
Radiometry Lab (1993-1994)

Research about the fate of radioactive cesium, as a result of the Chernobyl
fallout and global nuclear weapons testing, in southern German ecosystems;
estimated the vertical migration of cesium in soils; as project leader, designed
and oversaw field experiments, supervised students and managed group budgets;
project funded by the Ministry of Environment of the state Baden-Wrttemberg,
Germany

Honors NASA Graduate Student Fellowship in Earth System Science, Boston
Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award — American Geophysical Union
Spring Meeting, Boston (2001)
Boston University Scholarship Recipient (1998-2001)

Reviewer Tellus, Geophysical Research Letters, and Remote Sensing of the Environment

Teaching EPS 181: Atmospheric Physics and Dynamics (spring/04), UC Berkeley,
guest lecturer
GGR100: Weather and Climate (fall/99,spring/00), Salem State College,
lab instructor
GG101: Physical Geography (fall/98), Boston University, teaching assistant
PY354: Modern Physics (spring/98), Boston University, teaching assistant

Field Work Participated in several field campaigns to validate satellite data (MODIS/MISR)
in Finland (Ruokolathi), Sweden (Flakaliden), USA (Massachusetts) and
southern Africa (Safari 2000: Southern African Regional Science Initiative)

Public Consulting scientist in NASA’s Earth Observatory Features article: ‘Seeing
Leaves in a New Light’ (http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Study/LAI/LAL html
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